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Wales Celebrates it’s Great Black Women 

 

Black History Association Wales, in partnership with the African Community Centre, is 
pleased to announce that we have been successful in our bid to the Arts Council of Wales, 
to deliver activities celebrating Black History Month (BHM) 2015 throughout Wales. 
 
The Black History Month Wales 2015 Steering Committee have chosen together to deliver 
an exciting and thought provoking programme of events and activities with ‘Great Black 
Women, Past and Present’ at its core. The evolution of women's rights and equality 
between black and white, male and female are two issues that continually cross paths. 
There have been many bold, brave and successful black women throughout history, some 
widely known and many others the unsung and forgotten sheroes of our time. 
 
Work has begun in preparation for a wide range of activities commencing with the official 
launch events at Swansea’s Dylan Thomas Centre on Friday 25 September and Colwyn 
Bay’s Centre for Cultural Engagement on Thursday 1 October. Wales-wide performances, 
film screenings, workshops, talks and visits will continue throughout the season and a 
spectacular showcase event will take place at Wales Millennium Centre on Saturday 24 
October. 
 
Join 100 guests on Friday 25 September as The Dylan Thomas Centre, featuring Floetic 
Lara, kicks off this jam packed season of talks, workshops, screenings and performances. 
Rhythmic poetess, Lara Lee aka FLO, will perform an inspired set accompanied by talented 
local young women - the culmination of intensive song, poetry and performance workshops 
in Dylan Thomas Community School led by Lara, who recently made the live shows on 
BBC’s The Voice under superstar coach Sir Tom Jones.  
 
Uzo Iwobi OBE, Vice-Chair of the Black History Association Wales, will open the launch 
with special guest Counceller Erika Kirchna giving the key note address. Dr Glenn 
Jordan, Chair of the Black History Association Wales, will close the afternoon after a 
community heroine receives an award sponsored by Unison Cymru Wales for her life-long 
contribution to Black History in education, the first award of it’s kind in the innaugral 
ceremony. 
 
In North Wales on Thursday 1 October, the new Centre for Cultural Integration in Colwyn 
Bay will launch with a programme of activities, including a presentation about the innovative 
African Institute which was very well supported by local people to provide training for 
students from the Congo and other parts of Africa in the 19th Century. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
And Saturday 25 October, for the seventh year, Wales Millennium Centre will host the 
highlight of Black History Month. The day-long music and dance showcase will be an 
excellent opportunity to celebrate African Diaspora culture and its contributions to Wales 
and beyond with music, song, dance, great food and great company. 
 
The event will include performances from an all female line up: 
 

 Fitzalan High School Steel Band, who will open the festivities with a bang, led by 
Trinidadian Wahda. 

 BBC Young Dancer Hip Hop finalist, Sharifa Tomkin, directed and choreographed 
by Jukebox Collective’s Liara Barussi.  

 BBC Wales Horizons 2014 act Baby Queens will grace the stage. The all-girl, Wales 
based group, mix hip hop, rock, soul and reggae with breathtaking vocals.  

 Cardiff based, Ballet Nimba combining traditional and contemporary West African 
dance and music in an exciting and dynamic way.  

 A gospel choir with an edge; Place of Victory Gospel Choir, singing a mixture of 
traditional gospel and contemporary songs. 

 Ffion Campbell-Davies, a London Contemporary Dance School graduate, just 
returned to Cardiff from Salvador de Bahia, with mesmerising Afro Brazilian and 
Youruban inspired dance. 

 Hailing from Tiger Bay, Li Harding & co will be paying tribute to the great black lady 
singers of jazz, blues, soul, gospel and RnB; and of course, our very own Shirley 
Bassey. 

 Muzik Lil Muzik, are back with their long anticipated single ‘Keep Wukkin’! Recently 
returned from Trinidad & Tobago, the veterans in the art of pelting waist are here to 
sing about it! 

 And poet, singer and songwriter Lara Lee, will blend onomatopoeic phasing, 
musical accents and lyrics steeped in honesty, passion and experience, to replicate 
the beats of historical storytellers.  

 
And if that weren’t enough, back by popular demand is local Chef Geraldine Trotman. The 
Caribbean menu served at Black History Month Celebrations in 2014, devised and created 
in collaboration with ffresh restaurant’s head chef, was a huge success and therefore 
Geraldine will be back consulting on this year’s menu, which will not only be served at the 
celebrations on the 24th but also at various points throughout the season at ffresh bar. 
 
The origins of Black History Month stretch back to 1926 when Carter G Woodson 
established African Caribbean celebrations in America. BHM in the UK, which is celebrated  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
in October, has now grown to over 6000 events that recognise the contributions and 
achievements of Black people to British society. In Wales, the family origins of many black 
residents link to a number of key ports and in particular Cardiff, Newport, Barry and 
Swansea Docks, which were once bustling coal ports. The sea brought people from all over 
the world; wherever coal ships plied their trade.  
 
BHM Wales aims to capture and share the contributions of African Diaspora people as part 
of our shared history, through a wide range of creative activity for people of all ages. And 
following last year’s tremendous success, over 11,000 people are anticipated to attend the 
100 + events of the 8th pan-Wales Black History Month season. 
 
UNISON Cymru / Wales Black members chair Kebba Manneh said “We are very proud to 
be working closely with Black History Month in Wales again this year and it is pleasing to 
see the events and activities are growing stronger each year, it is something our members 
identify positively with and we welcome the opportunity to sponsor this year’s award for 
services to black history. Celebrating the role of black history in Wales as a union is key in 
our objectives and working towards shared goals for the UNISON membership and wider 
community will ensure that we enhance and maintain a vibrant multi cultural Wales” 
 
If you are planning any BHM events and would like www.bhmwales.org.uk to promote them, 
or if you would like to be involved or book a stall at the showcase, please contact The 
African Community Centre on 01792 470 298. Also get in touch if you’d like to sponsor an 
activity or discuss a new project.  
 

Follow @BHMWales #BHM2015 and like at Facebook/BHMWales 
 
 
Ends            14 September 2014  

http://www.bhmwales.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Notes to Editor: 
 

Principle Funders & Partners 

Arts Council of Wales 

African Community Centre 

Wales Millennium Centre 

The Dylan Thomas Centre 

Radio Cardiff 

Butetown History & Arts Centre 

 

Partners & Contributors 

The Prince’s Trust Cymru 

Unison Cymru Wales 

Butetown Bay Jazz 

Learning Links International CIC 

BEAT Centre 

South East Wales Regional Equality Council 

MEAS Neath & Port Talbot 

Ofuobi Consultancy 

South People’s Projects  

Watch-Africa Film Festival 

Literature Wales 

Cardiff Metropolitan University  

Arts Care 

The Welfare 

Welsh Lion Entertainment 

Llanelli Multicultural Network 

3
rd

 Floor Gallery 

Gary Devonish 

St Fagans National History Museum 

Denn Yearwood 

BHM Wales 2015 Steering Committee 

Butetown History & Arts Centre (Chair) 

Tamiko Arts Consultancy 

African Community Centre 

Wales Millennium Centre 

Butetown Bay Jazz 

National Museum Wales 

EMTAS Cardiff 

MEAS Neath & Port Talbot 

BEAT Centre 

Learning Links International CIC 

Time to Change, Wales 

South East Wales Regional Equality Council 

Watch-Africa Film Festival 

Sub-Sahara Advisory Panel 

Unison Cymru 

Race Council Cymru 

The Prince’s Trust Cymru 

South People’s Projects  

Abu-Bakr Madden Al-Shabazz 

Nicky Delgado 

Bpart Consultancy 

National Assembly for Wales 

Yasmin Flemming 

Cardiff Metropolitan University  

Barnardos Cymru 

Literature Wales 

Ofuobi Consultancy 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About BHM Wales 

BHM Wales aims to educate people in Wales, challenge negative perceptions, celebrate the positive 
contributions and promote the history of people of African Diaspora heritage from a Welsh 
perspective. The ultimate goal is to see meaningful black history activities happening all year round, 
365 days of the year and not just in October, to be experienced by all. 
 

Black History Association Wales 

BHAW aims to be the ‘go to hub’ for black history information, raising awareness of black history in 
Wales, establishing a sustainable education programme and training the trainers and facilitators 
across Wales to confidently deliver black history modules as part of the national curriculum all year 
round, 365 days of the year and not just in October, to be experienced by all. 
 
African Community Centre 
ACC Wales’ work reduces isolation, increases mental wellbeing and reduces poverty within the 
BAME, asylum seeking and refugee community. ACC is committed to breaking down barriers, 
promoting participation and community cohesion as well as facilitating a better understanding of 
African culture within our local community. 
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